CHAPTER V
THE PROBLEM OF TYPES IN POETRY
CARL SPITTELER'S PROMETHEUS AND EPIMETHEUS
1. Introductory Remarks on Spitteler's Characteriza-
tion of Types
IF, among the themes offered to the poet by the intricacies
of emotional life, the problem of types did not play a
significant rdle, it would practically prove that such a
problem did not exist But we have already seen how
in*Schiller this problem stirred the poet in him as deeply
as the thinker. In this chapter we shall turn our attention
to a poetic work which is almost exclusively based upon
the motif of the type-problem. I refer to Carl Spitteler's
Prometheus and Epimetheus} which first appeared in 1881.
I have no wish to explain at the outset that Prometheus,
the forethinker, stands for the introvert, while Epimetheus,
the man of action and after-thinker, signifies the extravert.
In the conflict of these two figures the principal issue is
the battle of the introverted with the extraverted line of
development in one and the same individual, though the
poetic presentation has embodied the conflict in two
independent figures with their typical destinies,
It is self-evident that Prometheus exhibits introverted
character traits, He presents the picture of-a man faith-
fully introverted to his inner world, true to his soul, His
reply to the angel is a telling expression of his nature1:
"Yet it is not mine to judge my soul's appearance, for
behold, my mistress she is, my god in joy and sorrow,
i Prometheus und Epimetheus.   Diedric^s Edition, 1920, p, 9,
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